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Metro Atlanta and North Georgia are facing a water supply crisis 

Metro Atlanta and the counties comprising the Metropolitan North Georgia Water 

Planning District (MNGWPD) are facing a water supply crisis.  MNGWPD predicts that 

it will run short of available water supplies within the next decade or two, depending on 

the outcome of Georgiaôs ongoing water wars litigation with Alabama and Florida and 

the effectiveness of unpopular new water use restrictions.  ( www.northgeorgiawater.org )  

The Northwest Georgia Regional Water Resources Partnership (NWGRWRP), 

which includes the area between metro Atlanta and Chattanooga, predicts that its own 

water demand will double by 2030 and may exceed supplies by 2017.  (NWGRWRP, 

Public Water and Wastewater Demand with Projections to the year 2050, June 2005).  

 

 

 

 

Projected Water Supply and Demand for MNGWPD to 2030 

(Source: www.northgeorgiawater.org ) 

 

 

 

 

 

MNGWPD Predicted Water Supply and Demand to 2030 

 

(Source: www.northgeorgiawater.org ) 
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TVA recognizes that the Tennessee River is the only feasible source for 

North Georgiaôs future water needs, and that large inter-basin transfers 

would have virtually no effect on TVAôs reservoir levels 

 

The Tennessee Valley Authority (TVA) recognizes that the Tennessee River is 

the only nearby fresh water source large enough to supply North Georgiaôs future needs: 

Water demand for the Atlanta metropolitan area will continue to grow, 

And while in-state water resources may be sufficient for another 20 years, 

the Tennessee River is the nearest water body with enough volume to meet 

a major portion of Atlantaôs future water demand.  The entire northwest  

Georgia area above Atlanta is growing rapidly and exceeding the capacity  

of existing groundwater and surface water supplies. 

(Source: www.tva.gov/river/watersupply/faq.htm#27 )   

TVAôs 2004 Reservoir Operations Study found that additional interbasin transfers 

(IBT) of over 1 billion gal/day (BGD) would have almost no effect on its reservoir levels.  

These include 264 MGD to metro Atlanta and North Georgia (the net additional deficits 

in the Chattahoochee and Coosa basins in 2030), 180 MGD to Birmingham AL, 17 MGD 

to northeast Mississippi, and an increase of 600 MGD for the Tennessee-Tombigbee 

Waterway from its present 200 MGD flow up to its design amount.  As TVA concluded: 

This sensitivity analysis shows that IBTs are not likely to substantially  

affect future reservoir elevations, either under the Base Case or under  

the most conservative assumptions for the policy alternatives under most 

hydrologic conditions. 

 

(Source: www.tva.gov/environment/reports/ros_eis/appendix_d9.pdf ) 

 

TVAôs conclusion that the Tennessee River can handle significant additional 

diversions, in comparison to Georgiaôs needs, should not be surprising, as the average 

flow of the Tennessee River at Nickajack is about 24 BGD, or 15 times the average flow 

of the Chattahoochee River at Buford Dam, 5 times that of the Coosa River at Rome, and 

4 times that of the Savannah River at Augusta.   

http://www.tva.gov/river/watersupply/faq.htm#27
http://www.tva.gov/environment/reports/ros_eis/appendix_d9.pdf
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The State of Tennessee has attempted to prevent Georgia 

from obtaining water from the Tennessee River 

 

 

 A decade ago, the Atlanta Regional Commission (ARC) realized that the solution 

to metro Atlantaôs water shortage was an IBT from the Tennessee River.  But when ARC 

approached Chattanoogaôs water supplier about purchasing water from Chickamauga 

Reservoir, the State of Tennessee responded by unanimously passing its so-called 

InterBasin Water Transfer Act of 2000 (IBWTA), for the admitted purpose of blocking 

any such water transfers to Georgia.  As stated by the Chairman of the Political Science 

Department at the University of Tennessee, who helped draft that Act:  

Three circumstances kept legislatorsô attention focused on water supply 

issues:  media coverage of the tri-state water wars, the potential for Atlanta  

buying Tennessee River water, and the regionôs recent drought. 

 

D. Feldman, Treading Political Water, Forum for Applied Research and Public Policy, 

Spring 2001, pp. 78-81.   http://forum.ra.utk.edu/Archives/Spring2001/feldman.pdf  

 

 

IBTs are a well-established water management tool, and it is no coincidence that 

six of the eight US metro areas larger than Atlanta (New York, Chicago, Los Angeles, 

Houston, Dallas, and Miami) rely heavily on them.  With a population of 5 million, metro 

Atlanta is one of the fastest growing urban areas in the country, but the Chattahoochee is 

the smallest river to be the primary water source for a major city.  From the standpoint of 

historic national water policy, an IBT to metro Atlanta from the Tennessee River would 

be no less appropriate than the ones supporting those other major urban areas. 
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